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A Gojri Nature-Gulture Resource




Language, Landscape, and Learning

The Kashmir Himalayas are home to one of South Asia’s
largest seasonal pastoral migrations. The Gujjar and
Bakarwal pastoral tribes have lived here for centuries, and
always in close connection with their environment. Their
life is one of rhythm; the rhythm of migration, of seasons,
of animals, and of pastoral lands. Embedded in this rhythm
is a wealth of ecological and cultural knowledge that has
been passed down orally or through practice from
generation to generation. The Gojri language is their
mother tongue. It is rich in pastoral expressions like folk
songs, proverbs, and stories about the flora and fauna
around them. Gojri is a living reflection of their worldview.
Their language carries within it the intimate relationship of
its people with their animals, plants, their grazing lands,
and the beautiful and vast mountains they call home.

Yet, despite its essential role, the Gojri language finds little
space in formal education systems. Children from nomadic
families begin schooling in languages unfamiliar and alien
to them, and this creates a gap between what they learn at
school and what they experience at home. The absence of
Gojri in classrooms means that children rarely see their
language, culture, or environment represented in
textbooks and learning materials. This lack of recognition
contributes to low retention and engagement, especially
among young learners whose formal education is already
disrupted by seasonal migration events.

For many families, formal school education remains both a
hope and a challenge. Schools along migratory routes are
rare, and when available, the teaching materials are




detached from the lived realities of pastoral and
community life. While curricula promote literacy, they often
fail to affirm the child’s identity or celebrate their own
knowledge systems. The Gojri Nature-Culture Resource
was conceived as a response to this gap and as a bridge
between the world of formal learning and the world of the
pastures.

Why the Gojri Nature-Culture Resource?

The idea for this resource emerged from conversations
with pastoral families, teachers, and community elders
who shared a common concern: children were beginning
to lose connection with their mother tongue and cultural
identity. As migration patterns change and pastoral
livelihoods face increasing pressure from climate variability
and policy constraints, the transmission of oral traditions
has weakened. Younger generations often grow up
bilingual, but with limited reading and writing skills in Gojri.
Combining Gojri words with an English alphabet book, not
only makes the process of learning English more inclusive,
enjoyable, and relatable, but it also achieves the sharing of
the beautiful Gojri language, script and culture with the
next generation.

Language, however, is more than a means of
communication; it is a vessel of knowledge. In every Gojri
word lies an ecological insight; the name of a herb used for
healing, the call used to guide livestock, the expression for
changing weather, and the song that marks the start of
migration.




When such words fade from daily use, an entire cultural
and ecological worldview risks being forgotten.

Creating the alphabet booklet was therefore an act of
preservation and empowerment. It was not simply about
teaching the alphabets and letters of Gojri, but about
teaching children to see and feel their cultural and natural
world through their own language. This resource makes
literacy a doorway to self-recognition, and to
understanding that their language, their songs, their tools,
and their landscapes are valuable and worthy of pride,
learning, nurturing and preserving.

Local Context: Learning in Motion

The Gujjar and Bakerwal communities live in one of the
most diverse ecological regions of the Himalayas,
migrating seasonally between the lower forests of Jammu
and the alpine meadows of Kashmir and Ladakh. This
constant movement shapes both their livelihoods and their
learning systems. Traditional education among these
communities has always been oral, passed through stories,
riddles, proverbs, and folk songs sung by the elders during
long migrations or around evening fires.

However, the introduction of formal schooling, while
important, has not adapted to the realities of mobile life.
Schools remain stationary, while families move. Textbooks
speak of cities and plains, while pastoral children live
among pines, rivers, and sheep. Language becomes
another barrier: few teachers in government schools are
fluent in Gojri, and very few teaching materials incorporate
pastoral culture.




This is where The Gojri Nature-Culture Resource finds its
significance. Developed collaboratively through Himalayan
Pastoral Trust’s Grasslands to Classrooms initiative and
Nature Classrooms, it aims to bring teaching-learning
spaces and classrooms closer to the community by making
learning culturally and ecologically visible and relevant. By
connecting alphabets to elements of nature and pastoral
life, the resource helps children see themselves reflected
in what they learn. For instance, the letter B is linked to
Bakri (goat), an animal that defines their livelihood and J is
Jaberd, a water pond constructed to harvest and store the
rainwater that sustains both people and herds in climate
crisis situations that have come.

Development of the Resource

The process of creating the resource was collaborative
and participatory. It began with discussions involving the
Nature Classrooms’ team - an organisation having
expertise in creating locally-culturally-ecologically relevant
material, community educators, and young people who
brainstormed the most meaningful words for each
alphabet. The guiding principle was inclusivity and the idea
that every letter should connect with something familiar to
the teacher and the child, something rooted in their lived
environment.




How the Resource Can Be Used

This booklet is designed for flexibility and accessibility. It
can be used in several ways to promote learning both in
and outside classrooms:

In Mobile Schools: Teachers and educators can use the
resource as a visual aid to introduce letters through
interactive activities - matching words with pictures,
singing alphabet songs, or storytelling using each letter.
Lessons can integrate environmental and cultural themes
such as animal care, seasonal migration, or local crafts.
Since many pastoral families move seasonally, this booklet
can serve as a portable teaching-learning resource that
can be displayed in tents, or grazing camps.

Creative Expression: Each letter can serve as a starting
point for local stories, riddles, or folk songs. Elders can
share tales associated with the objects or animals
depicted, turning literacy lessons into spaces for oral
tradition revival. Children can be encouraged to draw,
colour, or create their own alphabet cards using materials
from their surroundings, blending art, literacy, and cultural
learning.

Environmental Learning: This resource doubles as a tool
for ecological education. Teachers can use the images to
discuss local species, weather patterns, or conservation,
fostering awareness about local nature, livelihoods and
cultural practices linked to the environment, and climate
change and resilience.




A Tool for Reviving Belonging

At its heart, this resource is more than an educational tool,
it is a statement of belonging. It reminds young learners
that their language, however small or overlooked, is a part
of the world’s cultural and ecological diversity. It asserts
that literacy should not erase local knowledge, but
illuminate it. In celebrating Gojri words, the resource
celebrates the Gujjar-Bakarwal way of seeing - where
nature is not separate from culture, and learning is
inseparable from living. Each letter becomes a symbol of
continuity, carrying forward stories, wisdom, and identity,
from one generation to the next.

Through initiatives like these, we envision a future where
every pastoral teacher and child can teach and learn in a
language that speaks of their land, their animals, and their
dreams. Because to teach a child in their mother tongue is
not merely to give them words — it is to give them a world
of connection and possibilities to their local ecologies,
their communities and their lands.

Shahid Sulaiman
Founder, Himalayan Pastoral Trust
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Ajard refers to a flock of sheep and goats, and Ajardi is
the person who grazes and manages the flock.
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Bakri StHytTS+o

Goat are one of the most important animals in the
nomadic pastoral life of Gujjar-Bakarwals. They provide
milk, meat, wool, and are very adaptive to mountains.
There are different kind of goats reared by the nomads
of Kashmir.

Kaghani Bakri is known for its hardiness and adaptability
Poonchi Bakri is famous for good milk production

Gaddi Bakri is valued for thick wool




Bakri

Bakri, Bakri, soft and white,
Wakes with sun and sleeps at night.
Climbing rocks with silent grace,
Leaves no trail, yet knows her place.

Bell around her neck goes ding,
Echoes through the pine trees ring.
Over meadows, near the stream,
She walks like wind inside a dream.

Milk she gives, so pure and warm,
Feeds the camp through cold and storm.
Wool for shawls, and meat for stew,
Bakri gives and asks so few.

Dadi says, “she is our pride,”
She walks with flocks by Majeed's side.
Born to roam, but knows her way,
From Pir Galli to Harmukh High.

Bakri, Bakri, not just a beast
She's heart and soul of every feast.
In every tale the elders say,
The goat walks with us, day by day



Cc 985)>

Charkho s+ors+,+z

Charkho is a traditional spinning wheel used to spin natural
fibers into yarn. Among Gujjar-Bakarwals, the Charkho is
often used to spin sheep wool into a thread, which is later
woven into blankets, shawls, and ropes.
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Dhok Stetats

Dhok are the high-altitude summer meadows or pastures
where nomads migrate with their herds during the summer
grazing season. They become the school as well as
playground for children during this time.
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Eenu 9ttt

Eenu is a round, coiled ring made of cloth or grass and is
used by people to carry pots or loads on their heads.
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Fu'rie USRS

Fu'rie is a traditional handwoven mat made from grasses. It
is known to keep the floor warm in winters and cool in

summers.
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GUChii Stetgt S

Guchii is a rare, wild morel mushrooms found in the high-
altitude forests and meadows of the Himalayas. It has a
distinctive honeycomb shape and is highly valued for its rich
flavour and medicinal properties.
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Hadras G5+

Hardas or hail are small, hard balls of ice that are formed

inside thunderstorms. Strong winds inside a cloud push
raindrops up and down until they freeze into little ice balls.
Hardas can fall during summer storms, especially in the
mountains and animals are provided shelter to protect
them. It makes a loud tapping or banging sound on
rooftops, tents, and fields.
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Itti (Gaddi) is a small pile or bundle, often of grass,
firewood, or twigs.




Jaberd ytete

Jaberd is a small water pond constructed to harvest and
store the rainwater.

A Jaberd serves as a vital drinking water source for
livestock such as sheep, goats, and cattle during the
grazing seasons in drought months when natural springs
dry out. In the nomadic way of life, maintaining these ponds
has become essential for ensuring that animals have
access to water in the alpine grassland region.
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Kuniji StrrorS

Kunji saag (fiddlehead fern) are the tightly curled young
leaves of certain ferns especially the Ostrich Fern. In
mountain areas, pastoral and nomadic families gather them
in season and cook them as a special delicacy. Nutritious
and tasty, they're usually boiled first and then stir-fried
or added to simple dishes. It should be harvested carefully
so the plants keep growing.
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Loh'ii Stotd

Loh'ii is a traditional woollen pastoral shawl. It is
handwoven from local sheep wool, offering warmth and
protection against the chill of the mountains. The Loh'ii is
not just a clothing, it's a symbol of identity.
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Mehas is the Gojri word for buffalo. The buffalo is highly
valued for its milk, strength, and resilience. The milk is
often used to make ghee, curd, cheese, and butter, the
staples of the pastoral diet.
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Namda is a traditional woollen carpet made through
felting, a technique where wool is flattened and bound
together without weaving. It is a significant craft in
Kashmir and other regions, and known for its intricate
floral designs and vibrant patterns.
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Oon O+ 9+

Oon means wool in Gojri. It is one of the most valuable
resources for pastoralists, sheared from goats and sheep.
Oon is used to make warm clothes, blankets, ropes, and
traditional items like Loh'ii, and Namda.




Patris oo +rs)ro+o

Patris is @ medicinal plant. It is well-known among pastoral
communities for its therapeutic properties. The roots of
this plant are highly valued and used in traditional medicine
to treat ailments such as diarrhea, general weakness, and
fever.
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Qudain is a type of local cheese made from buttermilk by
drying out the water from it. This traditional cheese is an
essential part of the diet among pastoral community.
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Ratanjog is a medicinal herb found in the Himalayan region.
Its roots produce a natural red dye and are used in
traditional medicine to heal wounds, improve skin health,
and relieve pain. Pastoral communities value Ratanjog for
both its healing and colouring properties.
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Sai‘le st st o

In Gojri language, the word "Sai'le” means a rope made of
goat's wool. It is known for its strength.
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Tha'roo s+, +l+a+&

Tha'roo is a traditional wooden hut, a summer home made

of a mud-covered roof of pine leaves and shrubs under it,

built by nomads migrating to mountain pastures during the
summer season.
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Tha’roo
Tha'roo stands with roof of pine,

Built in pastures, strong and fine

Wooden walls and leafy top,
Cool inside when heat won't stop
It's home for months when summer’s near,
With goats and songs and simple cheer
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It is a quiet, night-time bird with large, round eyes, and
soft feathers. Ullu comes out when it’s dark and can see
even in the night. It lives in trees and old huts and makes a
soft “hoo-hoo” sound. The owl is a watchful bird, often
seen sitting still, listening to every sound.
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Vascut S tueto

Vascut is a traditional men's wear. It is made from thick,
warm fabric to protect against the cold winds of the
mountains. A vascut has pockets, which are used to carry
small, useful things.
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Warko means a page or a piece of paper used for writing
or drawing. Long ago, before notebooks and printed books,
people made pages from natural things like Birch tree also
known as Purzi Buto. A warko could carry a message, a
memory, @ map, or even a prayer.
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Xi‘me Stet)

Xei‘me means land, especially cultivated or fertile land. It
is the ground that not only supports our footsteps but
also provides life through what it grows.

For pastoralists who move with their animals, Xei'me is a
companion that nourishes both people and herds. It gives
grass, water, and shelter, and must be treated with deep
respect, care, and love.
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Yakh >+

Yakh, is a Gojri word for extreme cold. It reflects the
harsh weather conditions, and reminds people of crossing
icy rivers and enduring freezing nights in high-altitude

mountains.
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Zaitoon ottt

Zaitoon means olive in Gojri. It is a small green or black
fruit that grows on the Zaitoon tree. Zaitoon is known for
its oil, which is used for cooking, healing, and even as a
natural skin rub.
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Notes




Colouring Activity

Namda



This book dreams to reach children
from the nomadic pastoralist Gujjar-
Bakarwal community in Jammu and
Kashmir. Through this Gojri Nature-
Culture Resource, it intends to bring

-
= focus to the landscape, ecology,
knowledge, and culture of the Gujjar-
T Bakarwals. /
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